Covering Kids & Families Fact Sheet

In 2001, building on the success of Covering Kids, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation launched Covering Kids & Families, a $55 million national initiative to increase the number of eligible children and adults who benefit from federal and state health care coverage programs. Many states have expanded their health coverage programs to include parents and other adults who work in jobs that either do not provide health care coverage benefits for their employees or provide coverage that is not affordable. 

Covering Kids & Families statewide and local coalitions work with public officials, health professionals, educators, businesses, social service agencies, faith-based organizations, sports teams and others to design and implement strategies to:

· Simplify enrollment and renewal processes for Medicaid and the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) in an effort to make them more family-friendly
· Coordinate Medicaid and SCHIP to achieve administrative efficiency and reduce enrollment and renewal complexity for children and adults 
· Conduct and coordinate outreach programs to identify, enroll and retain children and adults who are eligible 
The Covering Kids & Families coalitions are building enduring national and regional capacity to carry on program activities beyond the grant period. 

Covering Kids & Families grantees can be found in almost every state and the District of Columbia. Grants have been awarded to 44 states and the District of Columbia as of February 2003. In addition, five states have liaison grants that provide opportunities to participate in the national Covering Kids & Families initiative. Enhanced awards have been granted to 16 states that have expanded coverage for adults to enable them to work on special initiatives to identify, enroll and retain eligible adults. The Southern Institute on Children and Families, located in Columbia, SC, serves as the National Program Office for Covering Kids & Families.

Covering Kids & Families Back-to-School Campaign

To support the outreach efforts of the Covering Kids & Families Initiative, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation launched the Covering Kids annual Back-to-School Campaign in 2000. The campaign has used paid and public service advertising, earned media and corporate, organizational and media partnerships to get the word out to working families that they may be eligible for health coverage programs. The Covering Kids & Families communications campaign is managed by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and is administered by GMMB, a strategic communications firm based in Washington, DC.

Covering Kids & Families is a national program of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the largest philanthropy in the country dedicated exclusively to improving the health and health care of all Americans. 

