
Does Your Family Have Health Care Coverage?

Covering Kids & Families Back-to-School Campaign Targets Uninsured Kids

Kids with Health Care Coverage Are Better Prepared to Learn

· MOST children in America’s classrooms who are uninsured are eligible for LOW-COST OR FREE children’s health care coverage.

· Half of all uninsured children have not had a well-child visit in the past year. 

· Uninsured children are less likely to receive proper medical care for sore throats, earaches and asthma—common childhood illnesses that are often the cause of school absences. 
Before the school year begins, [Covering Kids & Families is launching its annual Covering Kids & Families Back-to-School Campaign to encourage parents with uninsured children to put enrolling them in Medicaid and CHIP at the top of their back-to-school checklist. 

“Kids who have health care coverage are better prepared to learn in school,” said [COALITION SPOKESPERSON, TITLE]. “That’s why enrolling uninsured children in Medicaid and CHIP should be a top priority for parents as they prepare to send their kids back to school. The coverage offered through Medicaid and CHIP means health security for kids and peace of mind for parents.” 

There are 133,000 uninsured children in Pennsylvania and most of them are eligible for low-cost or free health care coverage offered through Medicaid and CHIP. Many families are not aware that their children may qualify for coverage. In Pennsylvania, a family of 4 can earn up to $46,000 a year or more and qualify for Medicaid or CHIP. 

Covering Kids & Families and its partners will be stepping up their efforts to increase the number of children enrolled in Medicaid and CHIP starting [DATE] and continuing through [DATE]. [ADD SENTENCE DESCRIBING YOUR EVENTS]. These efforts are part of the sixth annual Covering Kids & Families Back-to-School Campaign, a nationwide campaign of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation working to enroll children in available health care coverage in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. 

Children enrolled in Medicaid and CHIP will receive checkups, sick visits, prescription drugs, immunizations, hospital and emergency room care, eyeglasses and vision care, dental care, hearing aids and behavioral health services. 

“The comprehensive coverage offered through Medicaid and CHIP helps keep Pennsylvania’s kids healthy,” said [NAME AND TITLE OF LOCAL STATE HEALTH OFFICIAL]. “We encourage parents to find out if their kids are eligible.”

To find out if your family is eligible for low-cost or free health care coverage, call toll free 1-800-986-KIDS.
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