
[DATE]

Dear Editor, 
The fact that there are 133,000 uninsured children in Pennsylvania is distressing to me. 

As a medical professional who has taken an oath to “first do no harm,” I am saddened that people in this country suffer because they do not have health insurance. The fact that 8.4 million American children will be heading back to school this fall without an annual checkup, which would include a hearing and vision exam, means that as a nation, we may be harming a generation of youth. These students will be driven to distraction and likely to underachieve if they cannot see the blackboard or hear instruction in the classroom. 

The good news is most uninsured children are eligible for low-cost or free health care coverage right now. Coverage through Medicaid and the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) is available in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. 

Sadly, many uninsured families in Pennsylvania do not realize that they may be eligible for health care coverage through Medicaid or CHIP. These programs cover checkups, sick visits, prescription drugs, immunizations, hospital and emergency room care, eyeglasses and vision care, dental care, hearing aids and behavioral health services. Families earning up to $46,000 a year or more may be eligible for this comprehensive coverage.


As students get ready to head back to class, Covering Kids & Families and [YOUR ORGANIZATION] are launching the Back-to-School Campaign. Covering Kids & Families is an initiative of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation that works with local and national organizations and corporate partners to get the word out about low-cost and free health care coverage as families prepare their children for a successful school year. In [STATE/CITY], [COALITION] has formed a partnership with [ORGANIZATION or BUSINESS] to help get eligible children enrolled in Medicaid and CHIP.

Families that would like to learn more about Medicaid and CHIP can call toll free, 1(800) 986-KIDS or [LOCAL NUMBER]. Operators can answer questions about the program and begin the enrollment process. At least 80 percent of uninsured children in Pennsylvania are eligible for low-cost or free health care coverage right now. All their parents need to do is call and find out if they qualify and even enroll over the phone.

Sincerely, 

[LOCAL HEALTH CARE PROVIDER]

[ORGANIZATION OR HEALTH CARE FACILITY]

NOTE: Remember to put your letter on your organization’s letterhead.
LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


(Send one week before event date to publications that did not receive the op-ed or where the op-ed was unsuccessful.)








