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Lives still hardship for many
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April Johnston, Times Staff

One Beaver County child in three lives in a low-income family and relies on
the state or federal government for health coverage, according to The State
of the Child in Pennsylvania 2004 report.

The report was released
today by Pennsylvania
Partnerships for
Children, a nonpartisan
organization that works
to maintain the health,
education and well-being
of the state's children.

Advertisement

You are visitor

#857336
to this site

CONGRATULATIONS!
YOU'VE WON!

Click Here

The report is issued
every two years and
relies on indicators such
as family income, age
and education of the
mother, and cases of
abuse and neglect to
measure the welfare of
children across the state.
The information is then
passed on to policymakers and residents in the hope that community and
school programs will be changed and improved to fit their needs.
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The county's statistics are comparable, and many are superior, to statistics
from across the state.

For example, Beaver County scored better than the state average in the
number of mothers who received prenatal care, the number of mothers who
had completed high school and in the infant mortality rate. And Beaver
County has the same rate of children living in low-income families and relying
on government for health coverage as the majority of Pennsylvania counties.

However, Beaver County did score slightly worse than average in a handful
of categories, including the number of mothers who use tobacco during
pregnancy (one in four) and the number of children who have both parents in
the workforce (seven in 10).
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Those two categories are of particular importance to the Pennsylvania
Partnerships for Children because they are indicators of future health and
welfare.

Mothers who smoke while pregnant could be more vulnerable to miscarriages
and preterm labor, and children whose parents work could be more likely to
receive poor-quality child care or be left unattended after school, according to
Partnerships' president and chief executive officer, Joan Benso.

Benso says the report's statistics can and should be used constructively. For
example, information on the number of children who have both parents in the
workforce could be used as a jumping-off point for lawmakers to take a more
aggressive approach to creating after-school and summer programs.

"The report tells us where to put our dollars," Benso said.

The State of the Child in Pennsylvania report is part of a national effort to
track the status of children in the United States. Surveys conducted in all 50
states and the District of Columbia together made up the 2004 Kids Count
data book, released earlier this month.

The book uses 10 measures, including the teen birth rate, infant mortality rate
and percentage of single-parent households, to rank the states.

This year, Pennsylvania ranked 13th among all states - the same ranking as
last year.

"We think number 13 is an enormous disappointment for one of the largest
economies in the country," Benso said.

"We want this to be one of the best states to be a child and to raise a child.
And until it is one of the top ten states ... we will continue to lose out to our
economic competitors."

April Johnston can be reached online at ajohnston@timesonline.com.
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Those two categories are of particular importance to the Pennsylvania
Partnerships for Children because they are indicators of future health and
welfare.

Mothers who smoke while pregnant could be more vulnerable to miscarriages
and preterm labor, and children whose parents work could be more likely to
receive poor-quality child care or be left unattended after school, according to
Partnerships' president and chief executive officer, Joan Benso.

Benso says the report's statistics can and should be used constructively. For
example, information on the number of children who have both parents in the
workforce could be used as a jumping-off point for lawmakers to take a more
aggressive approach to creating after-school and summer programs.

"The report tells us where to put our dollars," Benso said.

The State of the Child in Pennsylvania report is part of a national effort to
track the status of children in the United States. Surveys conducted in all 50
states and the District of Columbia together made up the 2004 Kids Count
data book, released earlier this month.

The book uses 10 measures, including the teen birth rate, infant mortality rate
and percentage of single-parent households, to rank the states.

This year, Pennsylvania ranked 13th among all states - the same ranking as
last year.

"We think number 13 is an enormous disappointment for one of the largest
economies in the country," Benso said.

"We want this to be one of the best states to be a child and to raise a child.
And until it is one of the top ten states ... we will continue to lose out to our
economic competitors."

April Johnston can be reached online at ajohnston@timesonline.com.

©Beaver County Times/Allegheny Times 2004

=
Back to top E-mail this story
to & friend

A REAUFRENUINTVYTU ==

Use our online Yellow Pages to find a business near you

Business Type Location
I @ |Beaver County ;‘ Personalize Location
: : Seart
OR Business Name OR _ City State
I C I I Ll Search

To make your experience on Times Online more enjoyable
we suggest you download and install the following free plug-ins for your browser:

http://www.timesonline.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=11912341&BRD=2305&PAG=461&dept id... 6/21/2004



Beaver County Times/Allegheny Times

AT

Adobe Acrobat

@

Page 3 of 3

Flash Player

realONE.

Real One Player

&
Click here to make Times Online your homepage!

Copyright © 2004 Beaver Newspapers, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Copyright © 1995 - 2004 PowerOne Media, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
News | Sports | Classifieds | Home Search | Communities | Yellow Pages | Job Search | Aui

http://www.timesonline.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=11912341&BRD=2305&PAG=461&dept id... 6/21/2004



Partly cloudy 71°
w5 Day Forecast

quﬂﬁ ONLINE.com pesss

Beaver County Times & Allegheny Times

Advanced
News | Sports | Classifieds | Home Search | Communities | Yellow Pages | Job Search | Auto Mall | Today's Ads
Monday 21 June, 2004 { Home > News > News > Top Stories

o Bank With Us!

Izz:yt‘zr:;vertisers wul-h? ONLINE OR IN PERSON
Best of the Valley Top Stories

Obituaries

Police & Fire

Region / State
Opinions
Weddings

Births

Archives

Weather

Times Photography
National News
Spelling Championship
NEWSBREAK
Sports

Home Search
Business News
Entertainment
Health News
Lottery Results
Sports Wire!

Communities

3

3

[

[

3

3

[

[

F Yellow Pages

F Times Classifieds
F Discount Coupons
F E The People
F Fun and Games
F Lifestyles

F Links

F Guest Book

3

Newspapers In
Education
Get Directions

Get Maps
BCTV

Contact The Times

Severe Weather
Bulletins




Beaver County Times/Allegheny Times Page 2 of 3

Post your event

L‘Thmﬂqawﬁmm 2om)

Top Stories
Last two weeks

Those two categories are of particular importance to the Pennsylvania
Partnerships for Children because they are indicators of future health and
welfare.

Mothers who smoke while pregnant could be more vulnerable to miscarriages
and preterm labor, and children whose parents work could be more likely to
receive poor-quality child care or be left unattended after school, according to
Partnerships' president and chief executive officer, Joan Benso.

Benso says the report's statistics can and should be used constructively. For
example, information on the number of children who have both parents in the
workforce could be used as a jumping-off point for lawmakers to take a more
aggressive approach to creating after-school and summer programs.

"The report tells us where to put our dollars," Benso said.

The State of the Child in Pennsylvania report is part of a national effort to
track the status of children in the United States. Surveys conducted in all 50
states and the District of Columbia together made up the 2004 Kids Count
data book, released earlier this month.

The book uses 10 measures, including the teen birth rate, infant mortality rate
and percentage of single-parent households, to rank the states.

This year, Pennsylvania ranked 13th among all states - the same ranking as
last year.

"We think number 13 is an enormous disappointment for one of the largest
economies in the country," Benso said.

"We want this to be one of the best states to be a child and to raise a child.
And until it is one of the top ten states ... we will continue to lose out to our
economic competitors."
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