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Harrisburg, March 25 -- Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children President and CEO Joan L. Benso released the following response to the governor’s education reform proposal: 

“The governor’s proposal is a positive contribution to the flourishing dialogue on what children and schools need to succeed. Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children was heartened to see the governor’s commitment to early childhood education presented as a key piece in his plan to unleash Pennsylvania’s potential. Early childhood education yields fast results, helping children do better in the classroom and helping schools succeed, so it’s a natural fit in plans to revive communities and jumpstart prosperity. 

“The governor’s backing dovetails with longstanding support for prekindergarten from legislators and legislative leaders. Their support shows that it’s time to remove Pennsylvania from the short list of nine states that fail to fund prekindergarten.  

“In the many conversations to come, we should take the steps necessary to assure universal, voluntary prekindergarten for every 4-year-old in Pennsylvania, and today’s proposal lays the groundwork for a meaningful dialogue. Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children looks forward to working with the governor and legislators on a comprehensive approach to early childhood education and, ultimately, assuring school success for every child in Pennsylvania.” 

