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Annette H. Mentzer, former Ridge Administration and PA Senate official, 
joins Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children
Harrisburg, March 25 – Longtime Harrisburg government relations official Annette H. Mentzer has joined Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children as vice president for program and policy, PPC President and CEO Joan L. Benso announced today. 

Mentzer brings a wealth of policy and legislative experience to PPC, Benso said. In the Ridge Administration, Mentzer served as deputy secretary in the governor’s Office of Legislative Affairs and director of the Department of Public Welfare’s Office of Legislative Affairs. Before that, she was executive director of the Pennsylvania Senate Public Health and Welfare Committee under Chairman John E. Peterson (R-Centre). She has also served as the Milton S. Hershey Medical Center’s director of governmental relations.
For Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children, which serves as a voice for the health, education, and well-being of children, Mentzer is “a rare find,” Benso said. 

“Few people can exceed Anne Mentzer’s grasp of complicated public policy issues,” Benso said. “She understands the intricacies of programs that promote child and family stability, and she can communicate the benefits of smart and appropriate government policies. She is highly respected among Harrisburg’s legislative and policymaking community, and we are delighted to have her.”

Mentzer took the place of James L. Martin, who recently left PPC and the Harrisburg policy world for a dramatic career change, turning his avocation as a licensed guide at the Gettysburg battlefield into a full-time job. 

“I’m thrilled to be at PPC,” Mentzer said. “I share their beliefs in the power of effective policies to give kids a strong and healthy start in life. I’m at a point in my career where I want to apply my skills toward making a measurable difference for children, and this is the place where it can happen.” 
Mentzer, a Hershey resident, holds a master’s degree in public health from the University of Hawaii and a bachelor’s in psychology from Millersville University of Pennsylvania. She also received training as a physician assistant. 
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