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Tax Day reminder, from Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children: 
Tax dollars mean meals and health coverage for Pennsylvania kids 
Harrisburg, April 14 – While Pennsylvanians file their tax returns, they can take comfort in knowing that their tax dollars support essential programs to keep children healthy and secure, Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children President and CEO Joan L. Benso said today.

“Pennsylvania’s children have a range of needs that, if met, keep them on track for healthy development,” Benso said. “Our tax dollars help bridge the gaps, so children don’t go to bed hungry or lack health coverage. Affordable child care helps parents striving for self-sufficiency stay on the job. School lunches give kids a good meal that they wouldn’t otherwise get, and pregnant and nursing mothers get help buying nutritious foods for their own and their child’s better health.”

In Pennsylvania, programs benefiting children and supported by federal and state tax dollars include: 
· Basic and special education: The 1.7 million children in Pennsylvania schools learn the three R’s courtesy of federal, state, and local funds. The largest portion of federal funds helps disadvantaged children learn to read and build other critical learning skills. More than 228,000 students with disabilities and other special needs get the benefit of special education to help them learn to their full potential.
· Child care: More than 188,000 children received child care in 2003-04 while their parents – former and current welfare recipients – work jobs and strive for self-sufficiency. 
· Children’s health coverage: Pennsylvania has made children’s health coverage a policy centerpiece, with Children’s Health Insurance Program and Medicaid benefits reaching more than 940,000 kids. Total federal and state dollars include a portion of state cigarette taxes.
· Hunger relief: More than 572,000 Pennsylvania children benefited from the federal program that funds free and reduced-price school meals. The WIC Supplemental Nutrition Program served about 62,000 Pennsylvania infants and 120,000 older children in 2003-04. 
· Family tax benefits: Tax forgiveness and tax credits help parents stretch their limited budgets and devote more income to their children’s well-being. Pennsylvanians can receive forgiveness of their state personal income taxes, while the federal Earned Income Tax Credit has lifted millions of U.S. children out of poverty. In 2001 (the latest year for data), more than 934,000 children were claimed as dependents in state TAX BACK returns, for tax refunds averaging $406. For tax year 2003, a family of four earning $31,000 can receive TAX BACK as high as $868. For tax year 2002, 739,116 Pennsylvania returns received EITC, for an average savings of $1,620.
As lawmakers review tax proposals designed to reduce local property taxes, Benso urged them to review the overall impact on families’ tax bills. “A dollar shifted from one pocket to another can make a big – and hurtful – difference, especially among low- and moderate-income families,” Benso said. “Will families end up paying more in taxes if a broader range of essentials is taxed? Will renters feel the benefit of a shift from property taxes to other revenue sources? These questions are critical to making sure that the benefits and pain of any change in Pennsylvania taxes don’t disproportionately harm children and their families.”
