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One Pennsylvania young adult in seven unprepared for the workforce, 
2004 KIDS COUNT Data Book finds

Harrisburg, June 3 – One Pennsylvania young adult in seven is jobless, out of school, and has nothing more than a high school degree, according to a new report revealing the extent of youths lacking the education, skills, and aspirations needed to succeed, Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children President and CEO Joan L. Benso said today.

The 2004 KIDS COUNT Data Book, released by the Annie E. Casey Foundation, reveals that 14 percent of Pennsylvania 18- to 24-year-olds lack the education needed for workplace success, compared to 15 percent nationally. Higher education is a key to workplace success. The median annual income for men with a bachelor’s degree or higher is 60 percent more than those with only a high school degree, according to the National Center for Education Statistics, and the difference for women is 94 percent.
“Our collective vision of young adults is that they are in school, preparing to head out on their own,” Benso said. “But one Pennsylvania young adult in seven have reached this phase of their lives and found themselves not working, not in school, and having only a high school degree or less. What is to come of them? We need to ask ourselves if our collective efforts are serving them well, or if we have failed to show them their opportunities for the future and provided them with the tools they need to achieve.”
The consequences of letting youths reach adulthood without the tools for success include a new generation of children born to parents unable to provide for them; continued spending in juvenile detention and corrections; continued spending on substance abuse, violence, teen pregnancy, school failure, and job training; and loss of labor potential, earnings, and tax revenues, according to the report. 

The 2004 KIDS COUNT Data Book also revealed glimpses into other aspects of children’s lives that can dampen their future prospects. Seven percent of 16- to 19-year-olds, or one in 14, are not in school and not working. These “idle teens” are likelier to find only low-wage, low-skill employment when they join the workforce. One child in four, or 23 percent, lives in a family where no parent has full-time, year-round employment. Underemployed parents may have difficulty providing for their children, and they cannot offer their children role models in self-sufficiency. 

To reverse the trend, Benso cited the need for proven policies that prepare children for success and help them avoid failure. High-quality early childhood education, followed by an adequate and equitably funded basic education system will assure that children enter school ready to learn and schools will have the tools they need to assure that children succeed, she said. “This investment, which Pennsylvania has failed to make in a meaningful way, fails to give children the necessary foundation for long-term success,” she said, adding that Pennsylvania also fails to advance a set of strategic investments to “provide our youth with meaningful experiences outside the school day.”
Pennsylvania ranks 13th among states in child well-being this year, which is unchanged from last year, Benso said. 
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 “Pennsylvania has a long way to go for its kids,” Benso said. “Holding steady simply isn’t good enough. If we don’t take steps to help children find their way in life, we will continue to watch significant numbers of young adults dissociate from society and leave their potential behind in childhood.”
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