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Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children sends heads-up to lawmakers: 
Funding for critical programs is disappearing 

HARRISBURG, Dec. 13 – Funding for a wide array of critically important social service programs affecting thousands of Pennsylvania families will be at risk next year because state funding is disappearing, according to a report issued today by Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children (PPC).


Within six months, a surplus in the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) program will virtually disappear. The state has tapped that surplus to fund job training, child care, housing assistance, and family support for needy families across the state. This year alone, for example, the state's TANF spending will total $885 million, with $166 million of that amount coming from reserves. Programs supported and the funding trends are detailed in PPC’s report, Revenue Watch: TANF and Critical Supports for Pennsylvania’s Most Vulnerable Families. 

"Lawmakers and governors from both parties have properly supported these programs by endorsing spending plans that relied on tapping the reserves, but the math is very plain – the reserves are running out, and we will have to make up what is a growing gap," said Joan L. Benso, President and CEO of PPC, the state's leading advocate for improving the health, education, and well-being of the Commonwealth's children. 


"Lawmakers and the administration will have to tackle this issue starting in February, when Gov. Rendell delivers his next budget address, and we want to be sure that everyone understands the stakes," Benso added. "These programs directly impact thousands of our children and families from Philadelphia to Erie. We need to focus on this funding gap and develop a plan to ensure that the safety net remains intact."


Benso stressed that TANF is just one of several challenges that are looming over the 2005-2006 budget process.


"We know that TANF isn't funded in a vacuum and we recognize that lawmakers will have to step back and look at the entire web of programs," Benso said. "Frankly, we want to start the dialogue sooner rather than later because of the importance of the TANF programs."


Benso noted that the state cannot necessarily rely on federal funding to continue at sufficient levels to maintain these programs. The TANF program has been funded under continuing resolutions since 2002 and is slated for congressional consideration by March 31, 2005.

"State lawmakers will be in the midst of their budget hearings when – if – Congress acts," Benso said.
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Editor’s note: Revenue Watch: TANF and Critical Supports for Pennsylvania’s Most Vulnerable Families graphs the essential programs that TANF supports, and the state’s TANF spending and the disappearing surplus. A copy is attached. (e-mail version: A PDF is available at www.papartnerships.org/xxxxx.) 
