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A BOLD STEP FORWARD FOR KIDS AS PA GENERAL ASSEMBLY PASSES
CHIP EXPANSION LEGISLATION
PA Partnerships for Children Thanks Policymakers for Putting Kids First

(HARRISBURG), Oct. 25, 2006 — Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children (PPC), a
nonprofit organization that advocates for the health, education and well-being of children
in the Commonwealth, applauds the Pennsylvania House and Senate for passing “Cover
All Kids,” the CHIP expansion legislation. There are approximately 133,000 children in
Pennsylvania without health insurance coverage.

PPC has been working since early this year to ensure coverage for every
uninsured child in the Commonwealth. Both House and Senate bills affirm that
Pennsylvania’s youngest residents will have access to either free or reduced-cost health
insurance through CHIP, the Children’s Health Insurance Program.

“This is a momentous day for children in Pennsylvania,” said Joan Benso,
president and CEO of Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children. “Passage of ‘Cover All
Kids’ is a testament to the good that can be done when we come together and put partisan
politics aside for the benefit of our most vulnerable populations.”

Children who are insured are more likely to see a primary care physician for
common childhood ailments, are less likely to use costly emergency room services, and
are healthier, thus missing school less often than their uninsured peers. Because insured
kids have greater school attendance, they are more likely to do better in school. The
effects of health insurance coverage are far-reaching.

“This is a significant step forward for the health and well-being of children in
Pennsylvania,” Benso said.
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Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children (PPC) is a nonprofit, independent
organization that advocates for the health, education and well-being of children in the
Commonwealth. Visit us online at www.papartnerships.org

More information can be obtained by contacting Kathy Geller Myers at 717-903-
3716 (cell) or kgmyers@papartnerships.org.
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