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I’d like to show two of the dolls addressed to John Perzel. Speaker Perzel has been leading the legislative drive to invest in early childhood education. We thank him for it, and we’re confident that he will continue. He understands the value of investing in school success from the start, to yield results that help Pennsylvania achieve its No Child Left Behind goals. 

This doll is from Isaiah, a future wrestler, and his mother, Angela, from Allentown. Angela knows that all families – her own and others – deserve the best schooling we can provide. She writes, “I feel that my children, as well as all children, should have every opportunity to have the best education.” Pennsylvanians are not so parochial that they think only of their own kids. They want their children to grow in a society that’s fair, and where opportunities for good schooling and a bright future open up for everyone. 

And here’s someone that Speaker Perzel may want to hire someday – a future chef from Philadelphia. The father of this budding Emeril sees the clear path from early childhood to adulthood. “My son wants to be a chef,” he writes. “The importance of early education is critical in helping him achieve his goals. Lessons he learns now at the age of 4 will not only apply to today, but will be useful in years to come.” To this father, childhood and adulthood are not two distinct places in time but are a continuum. Learning never stops, but education is a function of state policies and decisions made in Harrisburg. Pennsylvania’s commitment to school success should begin with quality experiences in the critical learning years before school. 

Head Start is a great experience for children, helping them grow and develop in ways they might have missed otherwise. In this campaign, parents and Head Start providers responded enthusiastically, glad to say that more kids should have quality early childhood education. That was heartening. As Joan said, it demonstrated the depth of feeling that parents have for better educational experiences. And it showed that Pennsylvania’s Head Start community is ready to do its part in making early childhood education a vital element of education reforms that work. Thank you. 

