Education is the linchpin of democracy

Sharon Ward
Advocacy Coordinator and Child Care Policy Director
Philadelphia Citizens for Children and Youth

Paper Doll Campaign, November 17, 2003
I have a doll for Representative DeWeese from a parent who, like all of us, wants to raise a good citizen. This parent, whose daughter is named Bethany, writes, “An early start in a quality child care program will lead to her success in the future. We need to invest in our children early to provide a functioning nation later on. Some day our kids will be running this country. Think about that!”

We know that Bill DeWeese and all the legislative leaders targeted today have thought about that. They are acutely aware of their responsibility to keep this state and this nation great. Education is a linchpin of democracy, and we have a responsibility to help children learn to their full abilities. 

We’re here on this particular day because lawmakers coming back from the election break have one, urgent item on their agenda – education funding. Not just to finish it, but to get it right. Learning is an awe-inspiring process. We discover more about its complexities every day. And yet, those discoveries haven’t been applied to Pennsylvania policies. We can assure all children a complete and vibrant learning experience by carefully applying the policies that make education a quality experience from the start. Pennsylvania doesn’t have those starting policies right now. This is the time to correct that, and Pennsylvania parents are saying so. 
Thank you. 

