
The State of Youth Employment Special Report  
 

Indicator Definitions and Sources:

Idle Youth: The idle youth indicator is a combination of two sets of Census data: those youth who 
are “unemployed,” defined as youth “not currently employed but have looked for a job within the 
last four weeks” and those youth who are “not in the labor force,” defined as youth who have not 
made any attempt to find work. For purposes within this report, “idle youth” also means “not 
employed and not enrolled in school.”   

SOURCE: Keystone Research Center, 2000 Census; and Current Population Surveys (CPS) 
from 1996-2004  
 
SuperPUMA Regions:  PUMA (Public Use Microdata Area) and SUPERPUMA geographic areas 
are the smallest demarcation that Census data allows for analysis.  They comprise geographic 
areas with populations of approximately 200,000 and 400,000, respectively.  While some are 
entire counties, others are comprised of parts of counties, or several counties put together, 
depending on population size.  
 

SOURCE: Keystone Research Center, 2000 Census. 

 

For child well-being indicators pertaining to foster care, juvenile justice, and other indicators 
mentioned in the sidebars of the Youth Unemployment report, go to 
http://www.papartnerships.org/dropouts/index.asp  
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