
2026 Home Visiting Fact Sheets - Data Sources and Methodology

Estimates of children and families served through evidence-based home visiting (EBHV) programs are 
based on administrative data from the Pennsylvania Office of Child Development and Early Learning 
(OCDEL) Open Data Portal, using the most recent available data from FY 2025–26 Quarter 3.

Pennsylvania’s EBHV system includes eight evidence-based models: Child First, Early Head Start (home-
based option), Family Check-Up, Family Connects, Healthy Families America, Nurse-Family 
Partnership, Parents as Teachers, and SafeCare Augmented.

Children and Families Served by EBHV

Because some program data are suppressed at the county level, counts of children served are 
estimated by applying model-specific child-to-family ratios to funded program slots. These ratios are 
based on historical program data and prior multi-year averages and are held constant for consistency 
across geographies. Estimates include both state- and federally funded programs, including direct 
federal Early Head Start home-based programs.

Families Who Could Benefit from Home Visiting

Estimates of families who could benefit from home visiting services are based on Pennsylvania-specific 
analysis of 2024 American Community Survey (ACS) 5-year data accessed through IPUMS USA and are 
informed by the methodology developed by the National Home Visiting Resource Center (NHVRC).

This measure includes families with children under age 6 and an estimate of first-time pregnancies. 
Pregnancy estimates are calculated using families with an infant under age 1 and no older children and 
are adjusted to approximate a 9-month period. All counts are rounded down to the nearest 10 to remain 
conservative.

High-Priority Families

High-priority families are identified using the NHVRC methodology, which defines priority populations 
based on risk factors associated with greater need for home visiting services. These include:

�� Child under age 1
� Low income (below 200% of the Federal Poverty Level)
� Young maternal age (under age 21)
�� Single motherhood
� Low parental educational attainment (no high school diploma)



Estimates are adjusted to maintain consistency with statewide totals and are intended to show the 
scale and geographic distribution of service need and reach. Values may not reflect exact counts due to 
data limitations and modeling assumptions.

Families may meet one or more of these criteria, and categories are not mutually exclusive. Estimates 
below 20 are displayed as "<20," and estimates below 10 are displayed as "<10" to avoid implying that 
no families meet the criteria.

County-Level Estimates and Limitations

County-level estimates are derived using a hybrid approach that combines ACS summary data with 
IPUMS microdata to produce reliable local estimates. For smaller counties and areas with limited 
sample sizes, additional weighting and scaling techniques are applied to ensure estimates align with 
known population characteristics.
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